Global Water System Project conference on

The Global Dimensions of Change in River Basins

University Club, Bonn, 6-8 December 2010

Water Ethics as a Basis for Sustainable Water Resources 
Governance and Management
Plenary Panel Discussion (6 Dec 16:00-17:00)

Workshop (8 Dec 9:00-10:30) 

Cultural values and ethics are part of the foundation of any society, and are reflected in all aspects of behavior, including water policies and river basin management.  The evolution of these values constitutes a type of "global dimensions of change“ affecting river basins.  This two-part session (on 6 and 8 December) will explore how cultural values and ethics serve as “drivers” of water policies, and how scientific attention to values can contribute to the more sustainable water policies.  The introductory session on 6 December will lay out a conceptual framework.   The session on 8 December will focus on the methodological challenges of identifying, analyzing, and reforming values/ethics.  A working group on ethics in water policy may be created, if there is sufficient interest, to follow-up on these issues through further discussions and/or research. 
Proposed Agenda
Monday session, 6 Dec (60 minutes)

Overview of the topic of ethics, and particularly environmental ethics as a “global dimension of change”

· Janos Bogardi (Introductory remarks about the topic of water ethics, 5 min)

· David Groenfeldt (Conceptual framework, 12 min.)

Links between Water Ethics and Governance 

· Peter Mollinga (10 min)

Links between Water Ethics and Health 

· Lucilla Spini (10 min)

Water Ethics and Cultural Diversity (based on the book, Water: A Way of Life)

· Lida Schewald (10 min)

Comments from Panel Members (5 min each)

· Claudia Pahl-Wostl

· V.S. Saravanan

Wednesday session, 8 Dec (90 minutes)

Conceptual Framework for Working on Water Ethics 

· David Groenfeldt – 7 min introduction about categories of ethics

· Comments from panel members and general discussion (10 min)

· Instructions for break-out groups (3 min)

· Discuss topic

· Propose follow-up priorities and modalities

Break-out groups, each led by one or two panel members (30 min)

· Governance (Claudia Pahl-Wostl)
· Environmental ethics and rights of nature (David and Lida)

· Health (Lucilla and V.S. Saravanan)

Report from break-out groups (7 min each) – 20 min

Proposal for a working group on water ethics – 20 min

· define the topic and how it relates to and builds on UNESCO’s ethics work

· links to other related activities and programs

· specific ideas for follow-up
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